SJUIWNUOIN JUBIIUY S,PURIMOI] J3A0ISIQ

sua4 ay)
J0 Jieay
Jlpseuow

ay}
}ISIA 0)

ANoA

J

UNVIMOY

Welcome to Crowland

As you travel across the flatness
of the South Lincolnshire Fens, it
is difficult to imagine that the
whole area, which is now some
of Britain's most fertile arable
land, was once entirely marsh
and wetland with a series of
isolated and inhospitable
islands.

On one such island, known as
Croyland, a small church and
hermitage was established, almost
thirteen centuries ago. It was later to
become one of the nation's most
important Benedictine monasteries.

CROWLAND |

Part of the Abbey is still open as the
Parish Church. Although still
magnificent and impressive, it is only a
small part of the great edifice which
could be seen here in the past. During
past centuries, Croyland Abbey has
had many fortunes, both good and
bad, and its history makes a
fascinating story.*

*(from Croyland Abbey Guide Book £1.50 from the Abbey).
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Crowland Abhey
The Abbey is open every day to welcome visitors.
An exhibition tells the story of the Abbey, which
now covers only a third of its former extent. The
ruins, especially the dog tooth arch, give a real
sense of the size of the Abbey in medieval times.

Trinity Bridge

Crowland's unusual ancient monument is possibly
unique. The Triangular (or Trinity) Bridge stands in
the centre of the town on dry land. Built between
1360 and 1390, the bridge has 3 arches but one
over arching structure, a 3 in 1 bridge, hence the
term Trinity Bridge.

The present bridge appears to have replaced a
wooden bridge referred to in earlier times by the
Charter of King Ethelbald (AD716).and by King
Edred's Charter (AD943) as "the triangular bridge
of Croyland".

Prior to the draining of the Fens
the main streets were waterways
and it was at this point that the
River Welland divided into two
streams*. The Antiquarian,
Richard Gough, said that the

. bridge was "The greatest
curiosity in Britain, if not in
Europe".
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Guided Tours of

Crowland

Discover Crowland with a
guided tours of the Abbey
and town. Tours, by a team
of trained volunteers, are at
very reasonable rates for
parties large or small in aid
of Croyland Abbey.

Contact: Ron Cooke,
71 Broadway.
Tel: 01733 210500

Horse
mounting
stone
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